
Lessons to Remember from Our Resurrected Lord – Part #1 

John 21 

Introduction:   

Jesus lovingly took opportunities after His resurrection but before His ascension to __________ 

His disciples of some of the most important lessons He had already taught to them. 

Text: John 21:1-8 

Lesson #1: Our ______________ will lead to ______________ 

• Following His resurrection and His appearances to His disciples in Jerusalem, Jesus had 
provided instructions for His disciples to go to ______________:  

o Matthew 28:7 
o Matthew 28:16  
o “After this…”  

▪ After Jesus’s first appearance to His disciples on resurrection Sunday 
(John 20:19), and… 

▪ After Jesus had appeared to Thomas with the other disciples as they were 
huddled together with the doors shut in a room in Jerusalem eight days 
after the resurrection (John 20:26). 

o Galilee would be 80 to 100 miles north of Jerusalem, which would likely be at 
least a week’s journey by foot.   

o In Matthew 28:16, it was clear that Jesus had instructed His disciples to go a 
specific _______________ in Galilee.  There is no mention that they were to go 
to the Sea of Galilee. 

• Verse 3 – “Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will 
go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

o Put yourself in Peter’s position for a moment… 
▪ Peter was not certain when he would see the resurrected Lord again, and 

his _______________ had apparently hit the breaking point.  He decided 
it was time to take matters into his own hands! 

o Peter’s decision involved something more than just a pursuit of a ____________ 
____________ in order to have something to do. 

▪ John 16:32, - “Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you 
will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone.”   

▪ John MacArthur comments on each to his own “house” (in the ESV, or 
“home” in the NASB): “The word ‘home’ was added by the translators; 
the Greek text reads simply, ‘his own’, which encompasses one’s home, 
property, possessions and affairs (cf. 1 Thess. 4:11 where the same Greek 
phrase is translated ‘your own business’.”  This means that there is no 
Greek word used in this verse which would translate as “home”! 

▪ Peter was making a statement that he was intending to return to his 
previous ____________ of being a _____________ before Jesus issued 
His call for Peter to follow him at the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 

• Matthew 4:18-20  

• The disciples didn’t get into “a” boat to go fishing, but “the” boat.  



o What did Peter’s and the other disciples’ decision to return to being fishermen 
yield for them?  “But that night they caught ______________.”   

o John 15:5 - “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”   

o If we ignore what God has commanded us to do and we rely solely upon our own 
strength, we can be sure that our actions will only lead to  _______________! 

Lesson#2: Our ________________ will result in ________________ 

• Jesus asks, “Children, do you have any fish?”  Did Jesus really need to ask?  Didn’t He 
already know? Jesus was merely getting His disciples to _______ their own __________.   

• It was probably an indication of the disciples’ frustration that when this as yet 
unidentified person tells them to “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you 
will find some”, that the disciples did what He suggested.   

• What was the result of their obedience?  They caught a _______ of fish!  (Verses 6b, 11) 
153 fish to be exact!  Why 153 fish?   

o Seven disciples, plus Jesus = Eight men.  153 fish equate to almost 20 fish per 
person!   

▪ Ephesians 3:20 – “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within 
us,..” 

▪ Matthew 19:26 –“With man this is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible.” 

• The moment of revelation – Verse 7 
o Did John suddenly recognize Jesus based upon His physical features, or was it 

because he realized that only Jesus could effectuate such a ___________ catch? 
▪ Verse 12b 
▪ Luke 5:4-7 – The similarities of these two different miracles are striking! 
▪ Matthew 14:22-31  

o Here is a lesson so important, that Jesus repeated the same miraculous catch for 
the benefit of His disciples…and especially for Peter’s benefit. 

o The disciples needed to do more than just ___________what Jesus had taught 
them; they needed to ___________ these truths and live by them if they would 
be successful in the ministry Jesus was calling them to do.  AND SO MUST WE! 

Conclusions:  It all pretty much comes down to this: Are we going to make and then pursue our 
own plans for our lives, or are will going to submit to the plan that God has for us and obey His 
leading and His commands? 

WILL IT BE HIS WAY OR OUR WAY???? 
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