Gaining Ground In Your Walk Of Faith

The Race Of Our Lives (Part 1)

Hebrews 12:1-3

As we begqin our study of these verses, a few things need to be pointed out:

1) It is unfortunate that there is a chapter between chapters 11 and 12 since
obviously the writer wasn't finished yet, as the word ‘therefore’ makes clear.

2) The writer included these verses for a very reason.

3) Unless we understand what the main is in v 1, we can very easily miss
the whole meaning of this passage.

The main point is found in the Greek word translated . (v 1 - “.let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us...”)

Everything else in these verses supports the exhortation to run. That is, everything else

either it, or gives for it.

. The That Has Been Given To Us (v 7¢)
Inv 1, the scene is a in which a long-distance marathon is being run.
The runners in this great marathon include all of the Church Age who

have been called on to run this difficult and demanding race of faith.

They are ‘witnesses’ in the sense that they bear that the race can
indeed be run and that the rewards for doing so are great!

A. Our - (We are exhorted to run)

Using the metaphor of a Christian athlete, the writer says that we are to ‘run.” The
Greek word refers to moving forward rapidly with and

It's important to understand that the phrase ‘let us run’is both an
as well as an

| Corinthians 9:24

Faith is always intended to move us !




B. Our - (We are exhorted to run with endurance)

The word translated ‘race’ is the Greek word agon, which is the word from which we
get our English word

This word emphasizes that the Christian race is a struggle that involves
, contention and strife.

It needs to be pointed out that this ‘race’ is a lengthy one because it extends
throughout our entire pilgrimage.

The word translated ‘endurance’ means “to patiently under the load.”

Colossians 1:29; Il Corinthians 12:9; Philippians 4:13

C. Our - (We are exhorted to run God'’s race for us)

While it’s true that all of us are on the same track, we must keep in mind that we’re

each running in our own with its own unique and distinguishing
characteristics.
The race that God has set before you is the most thing that God

wants to accomplish in and through youl!

Keep in mind that the book of Hebrews was written to Jewish believers who were

beginning to through life without focus.
The great danger of every believer and every church is to instead of
Conclusion:

Christianity is more than a momentary decision -
it’s a - commitment!
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